 (Arch Dis Child 1996; 74: 299-303) 
The Liverpool vision assessment teaml-3 was set up in 1976 to provide multidisciplinary assessment and support of children with vision impairment. The core members of the team are a senior educational psychologist, the senior advisory teacher of visually impaired children, and a consultant community paediatrician: this structure facilitates close links between health and education services. The geographical boundaries of education (Liverpool City Council) and health (Liverpool Health Authority) are coterminous, and the community and hospital paediatric services are now integrated within the Royal Liverpool Children's NHS Trust. The team aims to see, or at least to have information about, every vision impaired child in Liverpool, and its concern with functional development and educational aspects of vision is complementary to hospital based ophthalmology and paediatrics.
The recent setting up of a database (on a Psion 3a 'palm-top' computer) relating to the team's activities has made it possible to study both the prevalence and morbidity associated with childhood vision impairment. The dataset for each child includes administrative details and basic clinical information derived from the team's assessments, supplemented by access to clinical records at Alder Hey Children's Hospital (particularly those of paediatric ophthalmology, paediatric neurology, the Child Development Centre and community child health) and to education records.
Methods

CASE DEFINITION
A child with vision impairment has corrected vision sufficiently abnormal to interfere with development or to have ongoing educational implications. In cases where distance acuity can be measured and is relevant (see discussion below), this equates with acuity of 6/18 (Snellen) or worse in the better eye. Hereditary retinopathy 13 19 Congenital idiopathic nystagmus 1116 Refractive error 9 13 Congenital cataract 6 9 Retinopathy of prematurity Table 3 shows distribution by sex for the most frequently identified causes of visual problems in the two groups. Nine out of 13 children with hereditary retinopathy, and 15 out of 27 with optic atrophy, were girls. Otherwise boys predominated, most notably in congenital idiopathic nystagmus (10 of 1 1). Retinopathy of prematurity 5 4 Optic nerve hypoplasia 
